SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
point pass under the dominion and control of man,
who now, for the first time, becomes the real conscious
master of Nature, because and in so far as he has
become the master of his own social organisation. . . .
Men's own social organisation which has hitherto
stood in opposition to them as if arbitrarily decreed
by Nature and history, will then become the voluntary
act of men themselves. ... It is only from this point
that the social causes set in motion by men will have,
predominantly and in increasing measure, the effects
willed by men. It is humanity's leap from the realm of
necessity into the realm of freedom."*
At this stage, now realised in the Soviet economy,
the old common-sense axioms, such as: "More work,
less play," "A stitch in time saves nine," "Too many
cooks spoil the broth," "The more the merrier," and so
on, become, not naivetes to be expunged from the
academic mind before the mysterious substance or
"hidden hand" of economics can be visualised, but
actual principles of everyday action. "Equilibrium"
between saving and spending, supply and demand,
production and distribution, ceases to be analytical
subtleties suitable only for the learned discussions of
post-graduate students at universities, but ordinary
matters of life. This does not mean that these things,
* Aati-Duhring, Part m.
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